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CASH  FLOW  IN  MEDIEVAL  LITHUANIA  Aleksandras  Radzius 

It  is  common  knowledge  among  numizmalisls  that,  besides  foreign  coins 
such  as  the  Prague  groschen  and  counterstamped  Arabic  coins,  the  kapa. 
pmigelis  (dinar)  and  Lithuanian  grasis  (groschen)  were  the  basic  monitary  units 
m medieval  Lithuania.  However,  what  is  not  common  knowledge  is  how  these 
monetary  units  related  to  the  daily  lives  of  medieval  Lithuanians.  Sufficient 
records  of  monetary  transactions  have  remained  to  permit  a reasonable 
estimation  of  the  buying  power  of  the  Lithuanian  groschen  and  the  cash  flows  of 
the  various  social  levels  in  medieval  Lithuanian.  In  the  following  extracts,  the 
monetary  quantities  given  are  followed  by  the  approximate  equivalences  in 
either  Lithuanian  or  Prague  groschen.  Two  appendices  are  provided  to  aid  in 
relating  the  various  numismatic  terms  used. 

In  the  1200  s.  the  Livonian  Order  attacked  the  fortress  of  Duke  Lengvenis 
capturing  Lengvenis.  250  kapa  (15,000  groschen)  ransom  was  paid  for  his 
release!.  Also  during  the  1200*s.  4900  kapa  (294.000  groschen)  ransom  was  paid 
the  Livonian  Order  for  the  release  of  seven  Jotvingian  dukes^. 

Before  1305,  Lithuanians  and  Samogitians  sold  among  themselves  captured 
Polish  prisoners  for  one  long  kapa  (100  groschen)  each.  They  also  bartered  the 
Polish  prisoners  for  horses  and  oxen3.  A century  later,  in  1413,  Ghillebert  de 
Lannoy  of  Burgundy  reports  that  the  Russian  men  of  the  city  of  Novgorod  bought 
and  sold  their  wives  in  an  open  market  one  or  two  long  kapa  ( 100  or  200 
groschen)^. 
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Kapa,  bars  of  sterling  silver  used  as  a medium  of  exchange  in  Lithuania  from 
before  900  A D.  to  about  1450  A.D.  The  long  kapa  vere  of  about  200  grams  of  sterling 
silver  and  the  kapa  were  of  about  100  gms  of  sterling  silver 


2. 


In  1305.  King  Vyienis  bought  the  castle  of  Daugpilis  from  the  Livonian 
Order  for  300  marks  (18,000  groschen)5. 


In  1383  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Teutonic 
Order  complained  to  King  Jogaifa  that  during  the 
prisoner  exchange,  in  exchange  for  the  Lithuanian 
knights,  the  Lithuanians  released  only  21  German 
knights  who  were  each  worth  4 kapa  Prague 
groschen  (240  groschen).  As  a result,  the  Teutonic 
Grand  Master  felt  that  1,200  kapa  groschen 
(72,000  groschen)  were  due  him^.  It  appears 
that  the  Teutonic  Order  released  over  300 
Lithuanian  knights. 

During  Duke  Vytautas’s  flight  to  the 
Teutonic  Order  and  conflict  with  King  Jogaila, 
Grand  Master  Konrad  Zollner  von  Rothenstein 
( 1382-1390)  lent  Vytautas  1,000  marks 
(60,000  groschen)'^. 


Prague  groschen  of 
Wen  cerlausll  (1278-1305) 
3.66  gms(3  41  gms silver). 
Groschen  minted  by 
Wencezlaus  IV  (13781319) 
2.80  gms  (1.62  gms  silver), 
account  for  78%  of  all  the 
Prague  groschen  found  in 
Lithuania 


King  Jogaila's  decree  of  January  10,  1389  sets  the  annual  salary  of  a priest 
at  6 long-kapa  (600  groschen)  and  he  was  also  to  receive  an  estate  and 
peasants^.  In  1397  King  Jogaila  and  Duke  Vytautas  set  the  annual  salary  of  the 
bishop  of  Vilnius  at  9,600  groschen^.  Catholic  clergy  were  of  noble  birth.  A 
bishop  had  to  be  of  high  noble  birth  - prince  or  duke. 

During  the  Battle  of  Vorksla  in  1399  between  the  forces  led  by  King 
Vytautas  the  Great  and  the  forces  of  the  Tartars,  Duke  Spilkus  of  Polode  was 
killed.  King  Jogaila  purchased  the  Charter  to  Polode  from  the  widow  of  Duke 
Spitkus  with  Prague  groschen.  Before  turning  the  charter  over  to  King  Vytautas, 
Jogaila  required  Vytautas  to  reimburse  him  with  pinigeliai.  Vytautas  sent  Jogaila 
40,000  pinigeliai  (4,000  groschen)  with  the  rest  to  follow.  The  total  price  of  the 
charter  was  200,000  pinigeliai  (20,000  groschen)*^. 


as  Viceroy  of  King  Jogaila 
minted  1392-1396 
33  gm  ( ,17  gm  silver) 
dinar 


as  Viceroy  of  King  Jogaila 
minted  1395-13% 

.5  gm  ( 38  gm  silver) 
two-dinar  piece 


as  King  of  Lithuania 
minted  after  1398 
.5  gm 


Pinigeliai  of  Vytautas  the  Great  minted  in  Vilnius 
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In  1410,  King  Vytautas  the  Great  sent  King  Jogaila  20,000  kapa  Prague 
groschen  (120,000  groschen)  to  hire  Czech  mercenaries  in  preparation  for  the 
upcoming  war  with  the  Teutonic  Order**.  The  basic  unit  of  a medieval  army  was 
a lance.  A lance  was  a knight  and  his  2-5  retainers  (3-6  mounted  combatants) 

50  to  80  lances  made  up  a flag  (150  to  480  mounted  combatants)'2.  A flag.  then. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 
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1989  RIGA,  LATVIA  RATION  COUPONS 


1 


0537935 

TALONS 

I,  Vir.N  SINTCTISKO 
iMAZGAS.  Lll)ZEKI,.U 

ILGAOLI  klOAS  VEIKALOS 
T.aJIOH 

AJiH  nojiyscHH)) 

1 h/l,.  CMiTTET  H'ieCK. 

Moiouttro  cpeactba 

U ATArA3HHAX  r.  I’HTH 
Talons  iterlgs  iioradita  kvar- 
lala.  Nozauiicsanas  ;:adiju- 
niit  I'aunu  laloiiu  nelzsiile Jz. 
TaaoH  AeiicTBHieaeH  o yna- 
laHHUM  HiiapTaae.  0 cay<iac 
> rpavM  nuHuti  iie  u),i;uiCTCa. 

HI  CETURKSNIS 
KBAPTAJl 


0371609 


TALONS 

1 gab.  ZIF.PJIJ 

lEOADEl  RIGAS  VEIKALOS 
TAJIOH 

AJia  noAvsEHMa 

1 KycKa  MblJlA 

B .MArA3HHAX  r.  PHTH 

Talons  derigs  noradita  kvar- 
tala.  NozaudeSanas  gadiju- 
nia  jaunu  lalonu  ncizsnledz. 
TaauM  aeScTOMTcaen  b yaa- 
aannoM  Keapraae.  B caysae 
yToariai  HOBwft  He  BWAacTCfl. 


Ill  CETURKSNIS 
KBAPTAJl 


1989 


0751170 


TALONS 

1 KG  CUKURA 

leOADEI  RIOAS  VEIKALOS 
TAJIOH 

AJIR  nOJIVSEUMR 

1 Kr  CAXAPA 

B MArA3HHAX  r.  PHTM 
Taloiu  deflgt  nortdlU  nioasl. 
NoiaudUanat  gaJlltunS  Jm- 
nu  taionif  nelzanledE. 

Tuoh  j|*AcTBiiTeji«M  ■ yiui- 
3«HiioM  Mccflue.  B ciy^ac 
yrpaTbi  hobbiB  ue 


AUGUSTS 

ABrycT 


1989 


KPT 


KPT  B 223 


RPT  B-t33 


In  a response  to  our  article  last  issue 
about  the  ration  coupons  currently  being 
used  in  the  Baltic  States,  one  our  faithful 
LNA  members  who  identifies  himself  as 
Baltik  was  able  to  buy  examples  of  the 
Latvian  coupons. 

Illustrated  above,  they  are  printed  with 
different  colored  ink,  on  white  paper.  The 
first  one  (far  left)  is  for  detergent  or  po- 
wdered soap,  and  is  printed  with  light  green 
ink.  The  middle  is  for  a piece  of  soap,  prin- 
ted with  pink  ink,  and  the  coupon  on  the 
right  is  for  a kg.  of  sugar,  printed  in  darker 
pink  ink,  and  with  a printed  pattern  on  its 
back. 

The  first  two  are  for  the  3rd  quarter 
of  1989,  while  the  last  is  for  the  month  of 
August.  The  coupons  specifically  state  that 
the  coupons  are  for  use  in  Riga,  Latvia. 

We  thank  Baltik  for  sending  us  copies 
of  these.  During  these  changing  times  we 
appreciate  our  members  who  have  contacts 
in  Lithuania  to  keep  us  informed  and  supplied 
with  any  numismatic  articles  or  items  that 
are  being  produced,  so  we  can  pass  the  in- 
formation along  to  you,  our  members.  Please 
send  the  material  to  the  editor.  Can  anyone 
obtain  examples  of  Lithuanian  ration  coupons? 


The  Knight,  Volume  12,  No.  5.  Issue  #70. 
The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion, 
Michigan,  EDITOR.  Robert  J.  Douchis,  Col- 
umbia, Maryland,  DIRECTOR.  Susbscription/ 
Membership  for  5 issues:  A donation  of  $10  or 
more.  Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia, 
MD  210A5.  Editor's  Address:  900  S.  Eaton  St., 
Albion,  Michigan  A922A. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 

Numismatic  Association  (C-117903). 


From  World  Coin  News,  September 

6,  1988,  p.  26: 


Is  the  1937  Latvian  2 santimi  as 
rare  as  the  price  tag  would  indi- 
cate? 

A contemporary  report  from  a Lat- 
vian resident  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  they  are.  According  to  his  account, 
the  1937,2  santimi  was  only  in  circula- 
tion for  a few  weeks  before  it  was  with- 
drawn because  they  were  being  used  in 
vending  machines  as  substitutes  for  the 
10  santimn  which  were  the  same  size. 
“Only  a feW  hundred”  escaped  into  the 
hands  of  collectors.  The  story  is  subject 
to  question,', as  the  same  size  coins  were 
struck  from  1922  to  1932,  and  then 
again  in  1939,  although  most  of  the  let- 
ter were  never  issued.  The  official  mint- 
age of  the  1937  2 santimu  is  given  as 
45,000  and  it  catalogs  for  $50  in  uncir- 
culated grade. 


We  hope  you  enjoy  the  article  about 
Medieval  Lithuanian  coinage  by  LNA  member 
Aleksandras  Radzius,  who  has  written  several 
such  articles  for  us.  We  have  been  trying  to 
get  these  in  for  some  time,  but  due  to  all 
the  latest  numismatic-related  news  from  Lith- 
uania and  trying  to  keep  you  informed,  we 
have  had  to  hold  these  for  lack  of  space. 

We  are  attempting  to  correct  that  now, 
and  encourage  our  readers  to  submit  articles 
for  publication.  We  espeically  commend 
member  Radzius  for  making  his  copy-ready 
for  us,  which  mades  this  editor  smile. 


CASH  FLOW  IN  MEDIEVAL  LITHUANIA 
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can  be  viewed  as  a mounted  battalion  composed  of  3 or  4 companies.  The  size  of 
an  army  was  measured  by  the  number  of  flags  it  fielded.  During  the  Battle  of 
Tannenberg  (1410  July  15).  the  Lithuanian  Allied  Army  fielded  90  flags, 
theoretically  between  13.500  and  43,200  mounted  combatants,  a figure  of  about 

34.000  is  generally  accepted.  One  flag/battalion  of  Czech  mercenaries  fought 
under  the  banner  of  St.  George.  Czech  mercenaries  were  the  4th  company  of  the 
50th  Polish  battalion  and  Czech  mercenaries  were  in  the  13th  and  the  49th 
Polish  battalions *3.  Probably  about  half  a company  of  Czech  were  in  each,  the 
13th  and  in  the  49th  battalions.  Assuming  400  combatants  per  flag/battalion 
and  100  combatants  per  company,  the  total  number  of  Czech  mercenaries  can  be 
estimated  at  about  600.  Thus,  about  600  Czech  mercenaries  cost  King  Vytautas 

120.000  groschen,  or  about  200  groschen  per  Czech  mercenary.  The  Teutonic 
Order  fielded  51  flags  of  which  9-10  were  mercenaries.  After  the  Battle  of 
Tannenberg,  in  accordance  with  the  1411  Treaty  of  Thorn,  the  Teutonic  Order 
was  to  pay  100,000  kapa  groschen  (6,000,000  groschen)  compensation  to 
Vytautas  and  Jogaila*'*.  Thus  the  compensation  from  the  Teutonic  Order  would 
amount  to  about  175  groschen  per  combatant  of  the  Lithuanian  Allied  Army. 

In  1417,  King  jogaila  borrowed  500  long-kapa  (50,000  groschen)  from  King 
Vytautasi5. 

During  the  reign  of  King  Vytautas  the  Great,  the  annual  levy  from  a 
peasant  s household  to  Queen  Anna,  wife  of  Vytautas,  was  a marten  pelt,  an 
unspecified  quantity  of  winter  wheat  and  three  groschen.  The  levy  to  the 
queen's  kitchen  was  a chicken,  10  eggs  and  half  a groschen^^. 

In  1421  Ghillebert  de  Lannoy  of  Burgundy  of  Burgundy  journeyed  to 
Lithuania  for  the  second  time  visiting  the  courts  of  King  Vytautas  and  King 
Jogaila.  From  King  Vytautas  he  received  a gift  of  one  hundred  ducats  (400 
groschen)  and  twenty-five  bars  of  silver,  which  he  said  were  worth  400 
groschen  1 ’7.  However,  if  the  bars  of  silver  were  kapa  or  long-kapa  they  would 
have  been  worth  1,500  or  2,500  groschen  respectively.  At  the  court  of  King 
Jogaila  he  received  a gift  of  two  hundred  Hungarian  and  Bohemian  florin  (800 
groschen).  Each  member  of  Ghilleberfs  party  received  at  least  a florin  (4 
groschen)  each*®. 

After  stopping  the  expansion  of  the  Teutonic  Order  in  the  west  and 
successfully  swaying  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  to  support  his  policies.  King 
Vytautas  the  Great  reaffirmed  his  authority  in  the  eastern  portions  of  the 
Lithuanian  Empire.  In  1426  he  set  out  for  Pskov  to  accepted  homage  and  tribute 
of  1,000  long-kapa  (100,000  groschen) *9.  In  1428  he  traveled  to  the  distant 
Great  Novgorad  to  accepted  homage  and  a tribute  of  10,000  long-kapa 
(1,000,000  groschen)20. 

In  1452  King  Casimier  issued  a decree  stipulating  that  the  Dean  of  the 
Vilnius  Cathedral  College  was  to  draw  an  annual  salary  of  8 kapa  groschen  (480 
groschen).  The  money  was  to  come  from  levies  charged  the  inns  of  the  city  of 
Vilnius^*. 

In  1491  Duke  K.  Ostrogiskis  bought  an  estate  in  Vilnius  from  Chreptavicius 
for  150  kapa  groschen  (9,000  groschen).  He  paid  with  pinigeliai  minted  by 
Prince  Aleiander22. 


5. 


During  the  reign  of  King  Alexander 
( H92- 1 506)  the  royal  mint  at  Vilnius  yielded 
and  annual  profit  of  5.650  kapa  groschen 
(339,000  groschen)  to  the  royal  Lithuanian 
tre  asury^^. 

In  1504.  the  Bishop  of  Vilnius,  Vaitiekus 
faxu  as  made  a payment  to  organ  master  Jonas 
Ty:hotas  for  services  rendered.  The  payment 

was  a plot  of  land  on  which  Tychotas  could  build  a house  or  an  inn.  Tychotas  was 
to  annually  pay  the  bishop  one  kapa  groschen  (60  groschen)  for  the  land. 

Tychotas  was  to  repair  the  organ  as  often  as  necessary  and  the  bishop  would  pay 
for  the  repair^'i. 

King  Sigismund  the  Old  (reign  1506-1548)  had  a standing  army  of 
mercenaries  numbering  5.000  which  required  an  annual  salary  of  3 million 
groscnen25.  Thus  King  Sigismund  the  Old  paid  an  average  of  600  groschen 
annually  per  mercenary.  Alexander  Gvagnini  (1534-1614)  of  Verona,  Italy 
served  as  a mercenary  in  the  Lithuanian  Army26 

During  the  reign  of  King  Sigismund  the  Old, 
a work  horse  cost  70  groschen,  a cow  - 60  groschen, 
a pig  - 20  groschen,  a lamb  - 4 to  5 groschen,  and 
a goose  - 2 groschen.  A laborer  with  a work 
horse  could  be  hired  for  1.5  groschen 
per  day 27.  Assuming  such  a laborer/peasant 
worked  6 days  a week  all  year  round,  his  annual 
income  would  be  about  500  groschen.  A marten 
pelts  were  worth  about  12  groschen  each2®. 

On  April  18,  1518,  King  Sigismund  the  Old  married  Bona  Sforza  of  Milan, 

Italy.  She  brought  with  her  about  100,000  ducats  (400,000  groschen).  This  sum 
was  half  of  her  promised  dowery2^. 

The  Lithuanian  Statute  of  1529  stipulates  that  anyone,  regardless  of  social 
status,  who  interferes  with  the  judicial  decision  made  by  the  King  of  Lithuania 
and  the  Assembly  of  Nobles  is  liable  to  imprisonment  of  six  weeks  and  a fine  of 
12  rubles  groschen  (1,200  groschen)  payable  to  the  royal  Lithuanian  treasury^® 

During  the  reign  of  King  Sigismund  the  Old,  the  18  districts  of  Samogithia 
yielded  an  annual  income  of  4,000  kapa  groschen  (240,000  groschen)  to  the 
royal  Lithuanian  treasury^!. 

During  the  1500's,  Jonas  Jurgevicius,  a vicar  at  Vidukle  went  to  Vilnius.  He 
stayed  at  the  house  of  a man  named  Martinas  and  went  into  town  to  gamble. 
Jurgevicius  lost  a gold  plated  silver  medalion  chain  worth  10  auksina  (300 
groschen)  and  10  kapa  groschen  (600  groschen)32.  The  600  groschen  gambled 
away  had  to  be  less  than  the  annual  income  of  the  village  church. 

In  1551.  the  cash  levy  from  Vilnius  yielded  500  kapa  groschen  (30.000 
groschen)  and  the  cash  levy  from  Kaunas  yielded  100  kapa  groschen  (6,000  continued 

groschen)33.  on  pg. 

Tarvinijus  Pekulas  visited  the  parishes  of  Samogithia  for  the  Bishop  of  ® ” 
Samogithia.  In  the  library  of  Mikalojus  Dauksa  at  Krakai  Pekulas  found  books 


Lithuanian  groschen  of 
Sigismund  the  Old  (1506-1548) 
2.58  gms  (,%  gm  silver) 


Pinigeliai  (dinars)  of  Prince 
Alexander  (1490-1492) 

345  gm  ( 085  gm  silver) 
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BARZDAZENKLIAI/Beard  Tax  Tokens  (In  Russian,  borodovyje  znaki).  Copper  "tokens"  both  round  and  square,  struck  from 
the  end  of  the  17th  century  to  1725  in  Russia,  issued  to  bearded  men  upon  payment  of  the  tax  for  the  beards  they  wore 
(Czar  Peter  the  Great  urged  and  pressed  his  subjects  to  free  themselves  from  this  "blemish.").  On  some  of  these  tokens, 
a nose,  mustache,  and  beard  appear  in  a primitive  manner,  with  an  added  inscription  "Dengti  Vziaty"  (tax  paid).  Others 
came  out  only  with  the  inscription. 


A beard  tax  token  of  Peter  the  Great 
(from  the  early  18th  century). 


BARZDOCIUKAS/See  Ketvirtokas. 

BATORAS,  STEPONAS/Stephen  Bathory.  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  (1576-1586).  He  reorganized  the  mon- 
etary system  of  the  Grand  Duchy  (1580)  according  to  the  statutes  and  spirit  of  the  Union  of  Lublin,  and  brought  it 
close  to  the  Polish  monetary  system. 

BATZEN.  A)  An  old  silver  coin  of  Switzerland  and  South  Germany  regions,  originating  at  the  beginning  of  the  15th 
century,  consisting  of  Kreutzers.  B)  after  the  1799  Swiss  monetary  reform  and  until  the  modern  franc  (1850),  10  batzen 
constituted  the  basic  monetary  unit.  C)  1 batzen  bullion  coins. 

BAZNYTINIAI  TOKENAI/Church  Tokens  (and  Communion  tokens).  See  Tokenas/tokens. 


BECKERIO  FALSIFIKATAI/Becker  Counterfeits.  Carl  Wilhelm  Becker  (1772-1830)  practiced  falsifying  ancient  coins, 
but  has  also  issued  a number  of  them  in  the  middle  ages  and  modern  coins.  His  counterfeits  were  some  of  the  best  pro- 
ducts of  this  class.  Artistically  "ages"  or  otherwise  adapted  to  the  appropriate  epoch,  they  still  remain  dangerious  to 
the  inexperienced  novice  numismatist. 

BEDIEVIS  FLORENAS/Atheistic  Florin.  A British  silver  coin  dated  18^9,  upon  which  the  usual  engraved  levend  "Vic- 
toria, Queen  by  the  Grace  of  God"  lacked  the  words  "by  the  Grace  of  God."  When  this  innovation  appeared,  a massive  wave 
of  dissatisfaction  and  indignation  arose  among  the  people,  especially  since  an  epidemic  of  cholora  raged  in  England  at 
the  time,  and  was  quickly  attributed  ot  the  anger  of  the  Creator  at  such  a coin.  The  "athestic  florin"  was  immediately 
withdrawn.  The  head  of  the  mint,  a Roman  Catholic,  was  summarily  dismissed  without  recourse. 


BELGA.  A Belgian  monetary  unit  for  international  use,  originating  in  1925  (0.209211  gr.  of  pure  gold  basically), 
equal  to  5 earlier  francs,  in  use  together  with  the  franc  until  the  Second  World  War. 

BERLINKA.  Along  with  other  nicknames,  the  copper  schilling  of  John  Casimir  was  so  called  by  the  public  (see 
Baratinka).  Later,  other  "poor"  coins  of  the  17th  and  18th  centuries  were  so  called,  especially  "ephraimities,"  coins 
of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  state  forged  in  Prussia  at  the  command  of  Frederick  the  Great. 


BEDOS  PINIGAI/Necessity  Money  (or  "emergency  money,"  Notgeld  in  German),  occasional  coins,  notes,  or  other  mone- 
tary symbols,  issued  to  substitute  for  more  permanent  money  when  these  latter,  for  one  reason  or  another,  are  lacking 
or  are  in  short  supply.  Includedin  this  catagory  are:  a)  garrison  s surround  by  enemy  forces  or  locations.  "Monies" 
issued  by  cities  (nummus  castrensis).  B)  tokens  issued  by  private  firms  or  organizations,  for  accounting  with  local 
tradesmen.  C)  All  types  of  monetary  symbols  issued  by  states  or  governments,  produced  or  circulated  because  of  unex- 
pected difficulties,  misfortunes  or  accidents  (despite  ordinary  safeguards).  0)  Issues  by  responsible  officials  in 
occupied  territories,  in  camps  or  on  shipboard,  etc.  in  all  types  of  material  as  coins  or  notes.  Examples  of  some  ne- 
cessity money:  early  in  the  l6th  century,  Viennease  authorities  issued  coins  with  theinscription,  "the  Turk  besieges 
Vienna"  at  the  time  the  Turks  surrounded  that  city.  Besieged  Magdeburg  in  the  17th  century  issued  coins  with  the  inscr- 
iption "NecessityKnows  no  Law."  Four-cornered  "clips"  (see  Klipa/clips)  isued  by  Gen.  Melac  in  1702  and  by  Wuertenberg 
Duke  in  the  battles  for  the  succession  to  the  Spanish  throne.  The  oldest  paper  money  issued  by  Duke  Candilla  in  li*82 
in  the  castle  of  Alhambra  (in  Granada)  under  siege  by  the  Moors.  The  "cantons"  of  Leyden  of  1572-7^,  monies  on  skin. 
An  entire  series  of  "billets  patriotiques"  issued  by  French  towns  in  the  18th  century  and  in  the  1870-71  war  with  Ger- 
many. Hundreds  of  payment  tickets  issued  by  Greek  and  Armenian  churches  in  Turkey  during  the  1876-78  war  with  Russia. 
Posteage  stampes  used  in  Russia  during  1915-17  in  place  of  coins.  In  the  past,  necessity  money  followed  almost  every 
larger  war. 


Necessity  Money.  1)  German  (Schweinfurto) 
silver  "Feldklippe"  1553;  2)  Swedish  (Gustav 
Vaza)  16  oeru  "war  clip"  1557;  3)  Clip  of  Am- 
sterdam besieged  by  the  Spanish,  1578;  *t)  Clip 
of  Britain's  King  Charles  I,  defeated  by  Par- 
liament; 5)  Sweden's  "necessity  dollar"  of  1718; 
6)  privately  struck  U.S.A.  coin  during  the  Civil 
War  in  the  earth  of  metal  in  those  days;  7) 
German  "ersatz  coin"  in  the  period  of  the  First 
World  War;  8)  German  inflationary  aluminum  coin 
in  the  1,000,000  mark  denomination;  9)  a wooden 
nickel  issued  in  the  U.S.  Depression  Era  of  1931- 
33. 


During  the  First  World  War  and  immediately  after  it,  wide  use  of  all  types  of  necessity  money  was  made  in  Austria, 
Bulgaria,  Belgium,  Holland,  Portugal.  They  could  be  found  in  Poland,  Yugoslavia  and  elsewhere.  In  1922-23,  in  the 
Klaipeda  [Memel]  area  of  Lithuania,  necessity  money  "Notgeld  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Memel"  was  cir- 
culated with  the  approval  of  the  Allied  Commissioner  (Petisne).  Revolutionary  Russia  from  1917  to  192*t  issued  thousands 
of  all  types  of  worthless  paper,  including  anti-Communist  armies'  issued  paper  notes.  However,  Germany  became  the  prime 
issue  of  necessity  money  during  1916  to  1922.  There,  these  monies  came  from  the  various  states,  banks,  factories,  inter- 
nment camps,  etc.,  for  example,  during  1916,  *t,000  localities  in  the  country  were  known  to  have  issued  necesssity 
money!  Beginning  July  17,  1922,  all  necessity  money  was  forbidden  in  Germany.  However,  the  unheard  of  terrific  in- 
flation created  new  necessity  money  by  the  millions.  There  were  even  billions  of  paper  notes  and  cheap  metallic  coins 
(see  Infliacines  Monetos/Inflationary  coins),  which  in  the  era  of  1923-2^  swept  away  the  Rentenmark.  The  necessity 
money  was  rarely  ever  recalled  or  redeemed.  A monstrous  amout  of  it  remained  in  the  public's  purse  and  dried  there. 


BIBLIJOS  PINIGAI/Biblical  Money.  1.  All  means  of  exchange  or  payment  are  so-called,  if  used  or  current  in  Judea 
and  other  locations  mentioned  in  Holy  Write  from  antiquity  until  the  second  century  of  our  era.  Those  methods  were  in 
pre-coin  days,  physical  "money"  and  lumps  of  precious  metal.  With  the  advent  of  coins,  various  coins  of  local  and  for- 
eign provenance.  2.  Until  the  exile  into  Babylon  (587  B.C.),  the  Jews  had  no  money  of  their  own.  As  such,  and  likewise 
for  the  50  years  of  captivity  and  return,  they  traded,  bought  and  sold:  a)  with  the  traditionally  accepted  bars  of 
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8. 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


LETTERS 


This  VVant/For  Sale  Ads  column  is  a 
FREE  service  to  non-commercial  LNA 
members.  We  encourage  you  to  use  this 
to  sell  your  Lithuanian  numismatic  items. 
This  issue  we  have  several  NEW  collectors 
who  have  joined  us,  who  are  looking  for 
basic  collection  material.  We  hope  you 
will  write  them. 

* * * 

WANTED;  Any  Lithuanian- American 
lodge  or  other  tokens  like  the  ones  they 
issued  in  Chicago,  etc.  Also  any  Lithuanian 
banknotes  in  VF  condition  and  Lith.  medals. 
Sharon  Sienuta,  A308  N.  Henderson  Rd. 
#201,  Arlington,  VA  22203. 


WANTED:  Any  Lith.  coins  so  I can 
begin  my  collection.  I am  of  Lithuanian 
heritage.  Grace  C.  Burns,  OCC.,  50  Cov- 
entrey  Lane  Apt  50,  Central  Islip,  NY 
11722. 


WANTED;  Any  of  the  Lithuanian  silver 
bar  money  used  in  the  13th-lAth  century, 
etc.  Peter  Shulin,  6A5  Hayes  Ave,  Washing- 
ton, PA  15301. 


My  grandfather  was  born  in  Lithuania.  I am  new 
to  coin  collecting  and  just  saw  the  article  in  Coin 
World  about  your  association.  Enclosed  is  my  money 
order  for  membership.  Is  there  a book  available  that 
shows  all  the  Lithuanian  coins  minted  with  mintage 
figures,  etc.?  — Gene  Lachawicz 
Coarsegold,  CA 

[Editor's  note:  Several  years  ago  we  presented 
a "trends"  listing  showing  all  the  mintages,  plus  pattern 
listing  types,  and  will  probably  do  this  again  in  the 
near  future.] 

* * 


We  enjoy  The  Knight  very  much  as  did  my  family 
at  Christmas  time.  Thank  you  for  the  many  issues. 
— Rosemary  (Pauza)  Lance 
Jonesville,  Michigan 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

UTUOAMIAJI 


Karl  Stephens,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

ric»iilrni 

Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City.  Ca.  91780  818  4 15  8154 


CASH  FLOW  IN  MEDIEVAL  LITHUANIA 
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which  were  on  the  Index  (libros  prohibitos).  Books  mentioned  specifically  by 
Pekulas  were  Adagia  by  Eraznaus  of  Roterdam  and  two  Greek  grammer  books, 
one  by  F.  Melanchtcn  and  one  by  J.  Mecler.  Dauksa  was  ordered  to  either  burn, 
tear  up,  or  give  all  of  the  banned  books  to  the  Jesuits  within  six  months.  Failure 
to  comply  with  this  order  mads  Dauksa  liable  'o  a two  kapa  groschen  fine  (120 
groschen)  payable  to  the  church  ireasury^"^. 

King  Sigismund  Auonu  freign  134T-157  1; 
in  1544  had  an  annual  personal  expense  allocation 
of  18,000  kapa  Lithuanian  groschen  ( 1 .080,000 
groschen).  However,  his  weekly  expenditures  'vere 
30.000  Lithuanian  groschen  (1,560.000  groschen 
annually)^5  in  1 545,  King  Sigismund  August 
purchased  the  equipment  required  to  operate 
a mint  in  Vilnius  for  63,000  groschen^^.  After 
1560  his  income  from  Lithuania,  i.e.  Lithuania 
Proper.  Ruiiienia  and  the  Ukraine,  was  15  million  groschen  annually  37.  The 
royal  Lithuanian  lands  of  King  Sigismund  August  amounted  to  about  2,000,000 
hectars  (4,940,000  acres)38.  King  Sigismund  August  allocated  one  forth  of 
profit  from  his  Lithuanian  lands  to  pay  for  his  mercenary  army39. 


Four-groschen  piece  of  King 
Sigismund  August  ( 1544-1572), 
4.3  gms  (3  5 gms  silver). 


CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE... 


